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Where Do the

Data Come From? 

ÅHospital microbiology laboratories routinely test 

bacterial isolates for antimicrobial susceptibility

ÅGPs do not routinely sample patients 

microbiologically (except for treatment failures)



Surveillance of AMR

in England and Wales

ÅSince 1974, hospitals in England & Wales have 
voluntarily reported infections to the PHLS/HPA

ÅSince 1989, laboratories have also voluntarily 
reported results of routine susceptibility testing

ÅSurveillance focuses on bloodstream infections 



MRSA from Bacteraemia

England & Wales
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Mandatory Reporting of 

Staphylococcus aureus and MRSA

ÅFrom April 2001, the Department of Health made 

it mandatory for all acute NHS trusts in England to 

report: 

­ All cases of bacteraemia caused by S. aureus

­ The proportion of cases due to MRSA



Comparison of Mandatory and 

Voluntary Reporting of MRSA



MRSA Bacteraemia Rates in Specialist 

Trusts (April 2002 - March 2003)



ÅHospital superbug must be halved

ÅBloodstream infections with the hospital 

superbug MRSA must be halved, the 

government has said. 

ÅHealth Secretary tasked NHS hospitals 

with achieving a year on year reduction in 

MRSA

DoH Press Release: 

5 November 2004




